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AAU Year in Review
Season’s Greetings this is Sam! Welcome to
another addition of the AAU year in review. As I
reflect on the year, I get to travel through the AAU
seasons in one sitting. I tend to travel through
every emotion during this time while we reflect
and honor what has come to pass, steady
ourselves to remain in the present and gather all
the wishes for what’s to come. So, join me on a
little gathering of AAU’s staff memories of 2021
and wishes for 2022.
We can find Coleen most days traveling from
one side of the state to the next, crock pot
plugged in and ready for supper at 5AM while she
is out the door before sunrise. Coleen has said
2021 was a blend of bittersweet beauty and pain
as she witnessed the many highs and lows
adoption can bring. “This year an adoptive family
found the strength to gather the low moments and
without hesitation, welcome their birth family with
open and honest love. It was extraordinarily
beautiful.” We all rejoice for magical moments
when everything falls into place. 2022 has Coleen
wishing to “Enjoy the little things in life, because
they really are the BIG things.” This inspiring
wish came about on a trip to the Grand Canyon
where Coleen experienced God’s presence in the
scenic beauty: reminding all of us He is present in
all moments. We are all wishing you an
abundance of beautiful moments in 2022, Coleen.
Peek into Karen’s day to day where we find
her trying to escape to the lake, on her off days.
She enjoys going to escape rooms and finally got
to escape back to the east coast to see family
and enjoy the most long overdue hugs! One of
her favorite memories this year is becoming
witness to our familiar quote, “There’s a reason
for the wait.” Painful to hear at times, but the
ending is always magical. Wishing for more 2022
magic Karen wants “to embrace the good, bad,
mundane and just be grateful for each day.” She
also wrote something about early retirement, but I
must have accidentally thrown that part away, so
odd I’m typically very organized.
Fly with me to a warm weather visit with Judy.
Her favorite memory is from a match meeting that
took place over breakfast and lasted four hours!
The precious birth mom and sweet and loving
adoptive family could not have been better suited
for each other! These moments keep us all
steady and allow us to survive the rough patches.
Judy also experienced some work moments
involving rental cars and smells, but we will spare
you the details! When Judy isn’t on the job, she
loves spending time watching her granddaughter
grow. Watching her daughter become a mom
was “indescribable” she says. Judy has many
wishes for 2022, but more travels to her
granddaughter and assisting more birth moms
and adoptive families are at the top!

Hop on over to our neighbor to the south Kelsey
in NE. Each morning we can find Kelsey preparing
coffee to fuel her day filled with school
presentations and visits with adoptive families and
birth families. Kelsey’s favorite 2021 memory is
getting back to in-person visits and presentations.
She enjoys traveling to schools spreading adoption
education, candy, and AAU materials. (She also
enjoys indulging on candy herself, and you can’t
share candy through a zoom meeting!) At home
you can find Kelsey snuggling her new kitty Neo.
2022 will be full of more surprises for Kelsey and
family; as they welcome their first child with open
arms. “We are excited to grow our family by 2 little
feet this new year!” A big congratulations to the
Andrews household! Boy or Girl we don’t know, but
up north Codie can give us all kinds of advice about
being outnumbered by boys!
Let’s skip north for a visit with Codie in ND.
When Codie isn’t on the road traveling from one
side of the state to the other, we can find her in her
she shed, unwinding over sea glass, beeswax and
candle making. Codie is outnumbered in her home
full of sons and husband, but she loves every
second and enjoys spending weekends outside
riding dirt bikes, showing her boys just how it’s
done. Her favorite 2021 memory is of Mother’s
Day: stealing away an afternoon, grabbing burgers
and enjoying the park with the whole family. 2022
has Codie wishing for continued health and to have
all the rainbows delivered to all the families waiting.
I second that wish, Codie!
Heading back down to the southern Dakota; let’s
catch up with Katie. Katie is a night owl, fueled by
her morning Diet Dew. She celebrated her first year
as a newlywed with the purchase of their first home!
Katie is wishing for health and healing in 2022. One
of her fondest 2021 memories is being with an
adoptive family in person with Coleen and got to
surprise them with the best news ever the “you are
expecting, a birth mom has chosen you!” Tears of
joy were shared that day! Tears can be big part of
AAU. We pray for the joyous moments, we help
hold each other steady during the rough patches,
and we continuously follow where we are led.
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Follow me as we swing by the Nevaeh house!
Where you will find Jennie and Michalee hanging
the welcome sign for all those in need of a safe
place to land. Jennie has taken lead on all things
Nevaeh House, while Michalee is our on call go
to. Jennie can be found listening to a true crime
podcast, unwinding on the treadmill or on a run
outside. She continuously urges all of us to get
up and get moving. We love her for that, but I
consider moving my arm to lift my coffee my
workout, sorry Jennie. Gathering for an inperson event to laugh and cry together is her
favorite 2021 work memory. Beyond Gotcha Day
was back and it was nice to see everyone’s faces!
While home, Jennie was busy chasing her littles;
took her oldest daughter to her first concert, her
youngest daughter began preschool, and son
competed in Cross-Country. It was a busy year,
and 2022 has Jennie wishing to be more
intentional about being in the moment, while
adding some spontaneity to her orderly routine!
Spontaneity might just have been the word for
Michalee this year.
Take a stroll with me to find Michalee in full
swing doctor mode, she had an extraordinary, on
the job moment, witnessing her first delivery.
Michalee was on the go this year jumping into a
full-time role of case worker and doing an
amazing job! Her home life had some painful
hurdles this year, but she says she “Is proud of
surviving the odds of what 2021 threw her way”. A
2022 wish for Michalee is “New Beginnings.” Our
entire staff is wishing all of you the greatest of
beginnings for 2022.
This year ends with 291 safe nights of sleep for
NH guests and adoptive family savings of
$16,000. Nevaeh house welcomed 8 new faces.
We are forever thankful for all your support as
you made this dream a reality. Thank you doesn’t
seem like enough! Sneak peek for the future;
another NH the other side of the state? We don’t
know, but as always, we are going where we are
led. This year led us to so much joy as we
witnessed strangers becoming family. We also
held each other up during the challenges and
heartache thrown our way, but as the year ends, I
think we are leaving with gratitude. 2022 is fast
approaching, new goals, dreams, and hurdles will
be had. The AAU team is ready, willing, and
excited for the future. Join us next year and see
what the future holds. Wishing you all a Very
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year, God
Bless. Sam signing off to open yet another fruit
snack for my three littles.

-Sam
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The L Family’s - Adoption journey
Our adoption
journey started in
2017. We were
home study
approved in
Maryland and found
out we were moving
back to Nebraska.
Questions in our
minds: were we
going to have to
start all over? Which agency would be
the right fit for us? Relief came after
calling several agencies and finally
getting in touch with AAU. It was the
breath of fresh air we needed; they
provided reassurance, helped us update
our homestudy without starting over, and
we were approved in September 2018.
We were ready to see cases! Homestudy
approved and ready to go, we saw many
cases. Unfortunately, we heard the
dreaded “the birthmother went with a
different family”, probably some of the
hardest words you must hear while going
through “the wait”. You don’t want to get
your hopes up too much, but it is human
nature to think “this time is our time”. But
in late February of 2019, we got that
wonderful call that we were matched!
We were so excited when Coleen and
Kelsey called! Baby is due in April…we
were so excited! We soaked in the
excitement, got to meet the birthmother,
got the baby’s room already to go! Of
course, there were ups and downs that
we went through during the matched
phase until baby was born. We get the
call from AAU that birthmother was in
labor, and baby came a few weeks early.
After three long days at the hospital, we
ended up walking out with no baby and
the adoption had failed. We were
devastated; AAU staff was devastated. It
was a hard time to go through; we had to
figure out if we still wanted to go through
the adoption process. After lots of talking

we finally decided to get back to seeing
cases in June of 2019. Again, waiting and
seeing cases. But this time we didn’t see too
many…and this time we didn’t get our hopes
up too much. Our hearts were guarded just a
little more.
In July 2019, Kelsey came to do a
homestudy renewal. We talked about how
we were coping and how everything was
going. We talked that it brought Ryan and
me together more than ever. Kelsey
encouraged us to start thinking of updating
our profile book. So, we were updating and
waiting, again.
Kelsey called later that evening, I still
remember her exact words, “You know how
we talked about updating your profile book,
well you don’t have to…a birthmother picked
you guys!” This time around we were
extremely excited, but still a little guarded.
Ryan and I decided not to tell anyone that
we were matched; we wanted to protect our
hearts and our friends
and family. This
match was different; it
felt more real. The
birthmother would
send videos of the
baby moving in her
stomach. It was
amazing to see and
feel that connection!
On 9/20/2019, I heard
my phone go off and wondering who was
texting me so early in the morning…it was
Coleen! “You have a baby girl!” Coleen let
us know that birthmom and baby were both
doing well and 2 minutes later Coleen was
asking for a name for her! Nicklyn Rose!
The night before court we got the amazing
opportunity to meet Nicklyn’s birth parents
and AAU staff. It meant so much to us that
we were able to meet the birthparents and
talk with them! The next day after court, the
birthmother placed Nicklyn in our arms! We
will never forget that moment!
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Flash forward one year later, I am at
work and Coleen is calling me. My
heart sinks a little as I am wondering
why Coleen would be calling. What is
wrong, is something going on? We
catch up on the “how are you’s and
recovery of the big 1-year old’s
birthday party and then Coleen says,
“Do you guys ever picture having 2
children?” I say “yes” with a little
hesitation as to what is going on.
Coleen proceeded to tell me that
Nicklyn’s birthmother is expecting
again and is asking if Ryan and I are
willing to adopt this baby as well!
YES!! How could we say no? The
chance to watch these two full siblings
grow up together, of course we will
jump at this opportunity! With so much
going on in my head, I think we have
some time to prepare…oh baby is due
in January! Wait, what…it is October!
It was a quick, but long 3 months and
we got the early morning text again
that we had a baby boy! This time we
were able to go into the hospital and
meet Nolan John for the first time and
talk with birthmom again!
Today our little family is complete with
Nicklyn and Nolan who are 16 months
apart. Through all the ups and downs
that we went through, this is what was
meant to be. We could not imagine life
without these two! And we couldn’t
have built our family without the brave
and strong birthparents and all the staff
at AAU!
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An Adoptive Family’s Tale – The M Family
Getting “the call” that we got a match was one of the highlights of our lives. The whole day
was a blur filled with excitement and tears. The following week was filled with nerves and
anxiety. When we were waiting to meet the woman who had chosen us to be parents to her
child, we were scared… to say the very least. What if she didn’t like us? What if we said the
wrong thing? But from the moment she walked in the door, that fear dissolved. We felt an
instant connection and sense of care and concern for this woman we had never met. We spent
the next few hours getting to know each other a little bit and the next few months trying to
begin building a relationship that will extend through our lives.
The day our daughter was born was the single best day of our lives. However, we do
understand that our joy and love walk together with loss and grief. Our daughter’s birth
mother is a woman who put her own wants and needs aside to give her child the best life she
thought she possibly could. Every day when we look at our daughter, we think of her first
mom and the impossible decision and sacrifice she made.
No one knows what the next 50 years will look like. But in our home, we will spend every day
trying to be the best parents we can be and honoring the woman who chose us. Our
daughter’s birth mother is her family, so she’s our family too. We speak of her lovingly and
often. Not a day goes by that we don’t appreciate the amazing gift that she gave us.

Wall of Cuteness!
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What does the future hold?
Following where we are led…

EXTRA
EXTRA!

•

Our memorial donations hold a special place in our hearts. We
have been brainstorming ways to make these fund go farther, last
longer and keep all of those we love and have lost continually
honored! We are looking into setting up a trust for memorial
donations that will continue to grow and help support the entire
adoption triad for years to come.

•

Nevaeh House…..WEST? We don’t know yet, but we are
looking into all things that involve another house in the western
part of SD. One of the largest expenses for birth families is
emergency housing. Assisting in relieving this burden assists all
involved in their adoption journey.

THANK YOU!
“No one is more cherished in this
world, than someone who lightens
the load of others”

Here at All About U Adoptions we
cannot thank our donors enough!
Sometimes words fail us, and we
don’t feel like we pay enough tribute
to all of those that support us;
whether the support is through
prayer, monetary donation or a
fundraiser held in honor of AAU
THANK YOU!

SHOUT OUT!
Thrivent, SD DSS, Intradiem, Sioux
Falls Comm Foundation, SD
Community Foundation, Emmanuel
Presbyterian-Marion, Lincoln Hills
Bible Church, United Church of
Canistota. Thank you for your
support; we received blankets,
cleaning supplies, hygiene products,
construction materials/labor,
monetary gifts, grants, assistance
with event needs and so much more!
AAU supporters throughout
the year held FaceBook
fundraisers totaling $700

TID BITS, and other fun facts!
•

AAU reached 1,056 individuals in 2021 through community presentations.
•

•

18 2021 births!

Making 245 agency placements.

Staff gathered for some continuing education and much needed togetherness. We took some
fun photos of a day in our work lives, check them out above!
•

Beyond Gotcha Day came BACK! We gathered in October in Sioux Falls SD.
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Lavonne Preheim

Eureka School

Linda Pankratz

Friend Public School

Loryce Hanwerk

Bernard & Sally Broyles

Benton and Carolyn Visser

Mathew & Stephanie Ballard

Betsey Wallace & Chris Scislowicz

Brandon Martens-Hegg Realty

Nathan & Rachel Wuertz

Brad & Vicki Schardin

Bruce and Geneie Andrews

Peter Preheim

Calajean Kopmann

In Kind

Cari Geiken

Roger & Lois Regehr

Chad & Erin Oban

Colleen Mette

Ronald & Sharon Globke

Dan & Patti Stensland

Drew and Melissa Kummer

Sandra Tieszen

Dan & Jean Clarke

John and Sarah Ebling

Shirlee Leifert

Greg & Katie Roth

Katie & Greg Roth

Steven & Sandra Wiersma

Katie Goergen

Kaylor 4-H Club

Tim & Mary Tiede

Nick & Marla Waters

Kaylor 4H Club-in memory of Landon Bueber

Virginia Mitchell

Randy & Kathleen Maass

Kelsey Hanten
Leanne & David Biesheuvel
& The family of Eunice Duerksen

Shirley Regehr
$100-$199
Alan & Cori Weinheimer

Lisa Sanderson

Bev Rieck

Lorna Sirvas

Brad & Vicki Schardin

Lorraine Kummer

Chad & Rochelle Nowstrup

Maggie Malloy

Charles & Evelyn Duerksen

Marvella Horstman

Cheryl Timm

Mary and Dale Langrock

Daniel & Jean Clarke

$500 +
Anthony & Keri Satrang
Carol Wieman
Cathy Weber
Elizabeth Wallace & Chris Scislowicz
Tom & Jenna Graber

Mary Ellen Luikens

Darrell & Marcia Hohn

Mike & Keri Plucker

David Haiar

Randy Kathleen Maas

Dennis & Florence Miller

Ann Weber Jacobsen

Tonee & Sam Cramer

Dick & Jaci Donlan

Brandon & Michelle Martens

Tricia Smith

Dusty & Cindy Anderson

Curt & Rene Schafer

Ann Weber Jacobsen

Greg & Cindi Mutchelknaus

Emmanuel Presbyterian

Up to $99

James & Karla Hora

Emmanuel Presbyterian Women

James & Martha Gesick

Alisa & James Lahey

Arlene Tieszen

$1000-$5000

KC & Joann Hofer

Lora & Gene Holt

Barclay Smith

Kristin Ostercamp

Mathew McConnel

Bernell & Carol Nelson

Leanne & David Biesheuvel

Nathan & Mackenzie Palatsky

Bradley Carlson

Mary Johnson

Stella Nagel

Dale & Eileen Heemstra

Michelle & Derek Wieman

$5000+

David & Christi Larsen

Randall & Ravila Berens

Dennis & Florence Miller

Richard & Louise Wieman

Dominick & Lyn York

Rick & Melody Underberg

Doug & Julie Holmberg

Rick Wuertz

Dr. Richard & Karie Tieszen

Rod & Lisa Sanderson

Edward & Patricia Kreider

Ron & Sharilynn Wuertz

Jerry & Germaine Stratton

Shitlee Leifert

Joy Janssen

Justin & Susanne Kosec

Karen Bender

$200 +
Benton & Carolyon Visser

Larry & Jerilyn Waltner

Tim & Natalie Foley
$10,000++
William J. Shaw Family Foundation

Colman-Eagan School

Giving is not just about donating, it is about making a difference . 100% of your donation goes directly to helping
those building a family! We appreciate your contribution, Thank you!
Ways you can help: Donate directly on our website!AAUADOPTIONS.ORG
Mail a donation to our business address! Facebook; create your own fundraiser!
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Gorge Lydic
By Chuck & Cyndy Weber
Alfred Schaeffer
By David & Patty Pape
Barb Lester
By Melody Underberg
Brendan Mitchell
By David & Patty Pape
Carrie Bakken
By Richard & Linda Bakken, Peter Bakken
Clarence Engbrecht
By Vi Engbrecht
Darlene Strohschein
By Rochelle Nowstrup
Dennis Brandt
By David & Patty Pape
Ellen Parmely

Richard Underberg

Dorothy Pulse

By Melody Underberg

Doug & Robin Brooks

Ronnie Hargan

Erica Shively

By Walter & Jeannette Goossen

Farmers State Bank

Stan Tschetter

James & Staci Kropuenske

By Rick Wuertz

Jason & Jennie Hohn

Teri Thomas

Jason, Andrea, Brandon, Ashlee Sweetee

By David & Patty Pape
Vi Engbrecht
By Steve & Marci Albrecht, Rob & Coleen Globke
Maragaret Starks
By Marlajean Waters
Grace Duerksen
By Steve & Marci Albrecht
Jessica Dykstra
By Steve & Marci Albrecht

By Steve & Marci Albrecht and Melody Underberg

Gene Stucky

and Marlajean Waters

By Steve & Marci Albrecht,

Eunice Duerksen

Chris & Amy Albrecht

By Leanne & David Biesheuvel

and Coleen Globke

Gary Wieman
By Bernell & Carol Wieman
Gerald Gramm
By David & Patricia Pape, Rob & Coleen Globke
Greg Jensen
By Steve & Marlajean Waters
Greg Kollar
By Steve & Marci Albrecht
Hank Leusink

Jerald & Gerri Day

Gone too soon; AAU supporter and
Agency Attorney, Chad Nelson.
Chad was not only our agency attorney,
but a longtime friend. His presence
and calming force of nature is missed
greatly. Thank you for all you have
done, wishing you an eternity full of golf
and hunting.

By Steve & Marci Albrecht
Howard Bechen
By Steve & Marlajean Waters

We cherish the memory of all those
who have passed and lift up all
families in prayer that have donated In
Memory of a loved one.

Howard Jensen
By Steve & Marlajean Waters
John Roeder

A special Thank You to all of those who
donated In Memory of Rob Globke

By David & Patty Pape
Laura Aschilmann

Alisa & James Lahey

By Steve & Marci Albrecht

Arlene Tieszen

Leroy Ebeling

Jessica Langerock

By Rob & Coleen Globke and Steve & Marci

Evan & Audrey Fast

Linda Kotzea

Carol Wieman

By Vi Engbrecht

Chad & Erin Oban

Marty Preheim
By Steve & Marci Albrecht

Corey & Karen Brown

Kay Wieman
By Jacob & Gladys Niezwaag

KC & Joann Hofer
Kevin & Mary Kummer
Kevin Albrecht
Lavonne Preheim
Lorraine Polak
Margaret Leusink
Martha Gesick
Mike, Shelly, Levi, Lane Wieman

By Margaret Leusink
Harry Gossen

March 2021, we lost one of our
own. Rob Globke; Husband to
Coleen, Father, and Friend. One
of AAU’s biggest supporters,
helping hand, and Chicago Bears
loving man. His loss is felt deeply,
his memory cherished daily, and a
promise to him that his family will
never walk alone. Rob you were,
are, will forever be loved and
missed.

Dale & Eileen Heemstra
Darren & Deb Bigge
Derek, Michelle, Natalie, Whitney Wieman
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Nicholas & Kelsey Andrews
Orv, Dawn, Matt De Neui
Paul & Pat Penn
Phillip & Danielle Heiberger
Randy & Vi Berens
Rich & Louis Wieman
Riston, Tami, Braeylyn, Carter, Amara Berens
Robert & Darla Knox
Serena McCabe
Shon & Gerri Eide
Steve & Marci Albrecht
Steve & Marlajean Waters
Stevie & Heath Vanhill
Tom, Jenna, Mya, Kylee, Kalean Graber
Wayne & Kristi Hofer
Wieman Land & Auction
Dean & Kathy Tieszen

