Twas’ the year of

adventure and all through
the agency, the AAU staff is always a
bustle (we don’t have a mouse).

Though Sam is nestled all snug in
her bed, she can’t get the thoughts of
receipts from her head.

In South Dakota Jennie is hanging
all the paperwork with care, phone
calls, and sugar plums always a dance
so near. Family visits and birth mother
chats, she prepares all involved for
what could be had.

Coleen has arose with many a
clatter, and sprang from her bed, to
see it's no laughing matter. 17 babies
in total born this year; while some were
brought home with their birth moms
and dads, this brings us to a 205
Agency placement so had. Although
some tears may be sad, a joyous time
indeed when babies are had. Tears
shed this last 12 months have been full
of glee, while some have brought us to
our knees. We hold all our special
families up in prayer and please join us
this season and send them good
cheer. Wrap them in peace, even send
them some love. They are forever
apart of us, these moments mentioned
above. We will carry them with us till
the end of all time.

Y "

ah } Y W
Top L-R, Coleen Globke, Karen Brown, Jennie Hohn, Judy Garner.

Bottom L-R, Codie Miller, Kelsey Ku

@

|

mmer, Michalee Globke, Sam Leusink

Social Worker

i Executive Assistant
Social Worker

Case Worker

Business Manager
Social Work Supervisor
Social Worker
Executive Director

Across the state and up a little
further, Codie awaits in North Dakota
where she will drive, fly and help
finalize all those who arrive. From
Williston to Wahpeton she will be in a
hurry to miss the awaiting winter flurry.

A little bit warmer and in the south-
central United States, Miss Judy keeps
Arkansas all up-to-date. A social worker
such as she doesn’t mess with snow
you see.

While Karen has flown state to state
in a flash tore up the shutters and threw
up the sash, and what do you think she
oversees? The 8 of us staff, of
course, playing, sometimes even at
Chucky Cheese.

Michalee you know her, she helps
us out here. We love her and miss her
as she has taken some leave to
continue her education you see.

Just one other state we hold dear,
Nebraska my friends where Go Big Red
is all you hear. Speeches and
slide shows she will share with all the
students over there. Case
worker Kelsey gets three big cheers.

AAUADOPTIONS.ORG

And last, but certainly not least,
we prepare to introduce our newest
dream. A house where stockings will
be hung with care; a warm, winter fire
for all to share. The Nevaeh
House is a plan in the making to help
lower adoption costs to all
expecting. Coleen is always in the
lead to help us achieve all these
dreams. How can you make this
come to light? A donation indeed. It
may by minor or have great might,
any amount you provide will bring
about this fight! A heavenly
place, Neveah House, where all are
welcome to share in every season’s
delight!

We sprang through this year,
barely eeked out a whistle and away
it's all flown like the down of a thistle!
But hear us exclaim now with
Christmas so near "A Blessed
Christmas to all, and a Happy New
Year!”
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4 Families, 3 Adoptions, 1 Beautiful Story
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ADOPTIVE FAMILIES

We feel so incredibly lucky to have
this joy and love in our lives and for
Savannah to have a community of
people who love her and share an
incredible connection with her. The
reason she and we can experience
this is because All About U builds
deep relationships with everyone they
work and connect with - this trust and
love makes this type of rare event
possible. Connecting with the birth
sisters (& their amazing families!) of
our daughter is an indescribable
experience, mostly because it's such
a new feeling for our hearts and your
heads. It's as if your heart can't get
any bigger with the love for your
children and their birth mom and dad,
and then it expands even further to
their birth siblings and their adoptive
families. And then your brain is
laughing because it's all so unique
and special and overwhelming in the

best way! -
Tim & Natalie, Adoptive Parents

Any relationship worth hawving is
worth working hard for. Creating and
maintaining awv operv adoption

relationship is all about love
-Sally Fordhawmw

It's always a gift to visit with our
daughter's birth parents but coming
together with the other adoptive families
to share the experience made this year
extra special. Watching Alexandra
interact and play with her biological
sisters in addition to spending time with
Kayla and George was amazing. We
know this visit began to lay the
foundation for great things to come from
our families' relationships, and we look
forward to many more fun visits in the
future! - Jim & Alisa, Adoptive Parents

This visit was one of the most important
visits in Amelia's life. The life
experiences these girls had and will
have, will be something only they will
understand and for them to form a bond
at a young age is so valuable. As
parents we want to provide as best as
we can for them, and knowing their
adoptive sisters is something that is
beyond measure! Being able to see all
the girls together for Kayla and

George...priceless! — Josh & Lacey,
Adoptive Parents

AAUADOPTIONS.ORG

All About U Adoptions provides
training on developing and
maintaining open adoption

relationships. Our agency continues
to provide support to birth families
and adoptive families as we
mediate relationships for the long
term. This summer, we helped the
vision of a birth father come to life
as his children placed for adoption
had the opportunity to spend time
together because all their families
coordinated their annual visit to be
at the same time. These are what
the families had to share’ about
their experience.

BIRTH FAMILY

It was so awesome to have all three
families come to visit this

year. We love our visits each year
and to see how the girls have
grown over the year! | appreciate all
three families for letting us still be a
part of the girl’s lives as a

birth family! Seeing the girls play
together was such a heart-
warming experience.

We loved it! -
Kayla & George, Birth Parents
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THE ADOPTION JOURNEY, MULTIPLE PERSPECTIVES

KALLY, BIRTHMOTHER

This previous year has been a rollercoaster, but God has carried me
through. On November 21, 2018 | had a precious little girl. | was
previously involved in an abusive/toxic relationship when | found out |
was expecting and, long story short, the father is no longer in the
picture. Due to all of this | made a heart wrenching decision to place
her for an open adoption, so | could give her more than | could on my
own. The Lord placed on my heart that | wanted to pursue an open-
adoption with my daughter. | wanted an open-adoption so all her
questions could be asked and so | could have a relationship with her
while being able to see her grow and learn.

God, cawv restorve what i brokev and
All About U Adoptions has been with me the whole way through my change it into- something amaging.
pregnancy and even after pregnancy! | loved that | was treated as if | AW yow need is faitiv. Joel 2:25
was staff's own child. Even though the adoption is finalized the staff
still reaches out to me and they treat me as if | am their own. | was -
blessed to find All About U Adoptions agency. This past year | have g
been involved with a lot of the staff as | am now a volunteer. | have
gained great friends and grown so much closer to God. | don’t know
exactly what the Lord has planned for my life, but | have a feeling it is
going to be wonderful, because his plans are amazing. | do have high
hopes for the adoption agency and helping women who have gone
through similar situations as myself. | want us all to remember that
God uses the broken hearted for his purpose.
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"y Inour search for the right agency, we came across

4 All About U Adoptions and after our first meeting with
the staff we knew immediately that we wanted to walk
through this journey with them. Coleen, Jennie, Karen
and the entire staff have been so AMAZING and we
couldn't be more grateful to them for helping us
navigate our journey to parenthood and building a
% beautiful and open relationship with Benton's birth

7 parents. When we started this journey, we would
never have thought that just a little over a year later
we would have a 6-month-old who we absolutely
adore and is the love of our life.

ADOPTIVE
FAMILY

MOM, DAD, and
BENTON

AAUADOPTIONS.ORG
SOSGEEEESGSSSSSSSSEES
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| EXTRA ,
. EXTRA! |

NEVAEH HOUSE

“When you have a dream, you’ve got
to grab it and never let it go.”
- Carol Burnett.

All About U Adoptions was built from
a vision that everyone involved in the
adoption process was important and
deserved to receive the best quality
services. At times it may have
seemed like an unattainable dream,
here we are, thirteen years later,
flourishing, expanding and taking on
new dreams. Our most recent
endeavor is to secure a residential
property to provide emergency
housing to birthmothers (and their
children) actively pursuing the
adoption process. Neveah House: A
little bit of heaveN has been named
in honor of the agency'’s first
placement; a young girl named
Neveah who still reminds us that
God is present in all we do.

With all dreams come a reality, and
the biggest hurdle will be to secure
the funding necessary to purchase a
home, furnish it, and establish
proper safety and security. Since we
have “grabbed” this dream, several
generous donors have already
showed their support and for that we
are very grateful. All About U
Adoptions will continue to explore
grants and other funding sources for
this project, but we will need the help
of our best supporters: YOU. Anyone
who has been personally touched by
adoption and believes in our mission
can play a role in helping achieve
our goal. Thank you so much for all
your support and please look for
opportunities in 2020 to help us build

Neveah House!
**Neveah House will support expectant
mothers as they navigate their adoption
process and financially benefit all involved
with adoption.

Why is Nevaeh House needed?
True birthmother stories as they are making the loving choice of adoption.

“I don’t know where I will sleep tonight. My friend just said | needed to find somewhere else to
go; the homeless shelter is full. | am 25 weeks pregnant and my only housing option is an
abusive ex-boyfriend. My dream is to have a stable environment to keep me and my baby
healthy.”

“I dream about starting a new life outside of prison, but | have nowhere to go. | am 23, pregnant,
and have a record. How will | possibly find somewhere to live?”

“I already have two kids and | cannot afford to parent another. We are all sleeping in the car and
the weather is starting to get cold. My dream is to have a place to live so | can get a job and
provide for my kids.”

o AAU has supported 178 expectant mothers, 142 (80%) of whom
already had children.

« 103 (57%) of AAU clients were homeless when they began
services.

TID BITS, and other fun facts! 2020 Agency Goals
e AAU reached 231 individuals in 2019, e Continue to provide the most
Classroom students were surveyed and 97% of ethical and superior services
responders have a more positive outiook on to all our clients.
adoption.
e Establish Nevaeh House, with
e Online CHAT! -The chat feature is up, running, a grand opening in 2021.
instant, and puts you in direct contact with an
AAU staff member 24/7.

e Continue reaching more
people by hosting events in

e Adoptive Family Picnic held in Sioux Falls, SD .
multiple states.

e Beyond Gotcha Day was in Fargo, ND!

AAUADOPTIONS.ORG
.
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In Memory Of

Elmer Losing
By Steve & Marci Albrecht
Gary Wieman
By Bernell & Carol Nelson, Steve & Marci
Albrecht, and Rob & Coleen Globke
Gary Weber

By Steve & Marci Albrecht, and Rob & Coleen
Globke

Diane Wentzel
By Steve & Marci Albrecht
Betty Littau
By Steve & Marlajean Waters
Howard Beer
By Steve & Marci Albrecht and Rob & Coleen Globke
Carrie Bakken
By Rob & Coleen Globke
Donna Koerner
By Steve & Marci Albrecht and Rob & Coleen Globke
Caden Miller
By Rob & Coleen Globke
Dale Long
By Steve & Marci Albrecht
Hank Leusink
By Margie Leusink
Denise Finnell
By Steve & Marci Albrecht
Wayne Beer
By Steve & Marci Albrecht and Rob & Coleen Globke
Eric Weber
By Rob & Coleen Globke

lola Robson
Jerry & Germaine Stratton
Kally Pulse
Kaylor 4-H Club
Laura Calhoun
Lincoln Hills Bible Church
Linda Pankratz
Martha Gesick
Mary & Kaden Kummer
Paige Dejong
Sarah Lucklum
SD Assoc. of Family & Consumer Sciences
Steve & Marci Albrecht
The Entire AAU Staff & Families

No one is more cherished in

this world, than someone who
lightens the load of others.

Mark & Sharla Miller
Mary Kummer
Mike Kulzer-Olean
Pete & Lynette Preheim
Roger & Lois Regehr
Ron & Sharilynn Wuertz
Ron & Sharon Globke
Steve Wiersma
Tim & Mary Tiede

Viann Kummer

$100-$199

Dan & Patti Stensland
Darrell & Marcia Hohn
Dennis & Florence Miller
Dusty & Cindy Anderson
Jim & Karla Hora
Rick & Melody Underberg
Mary Johnson

Up to $99

$200 +

In Kind Donations

Baily York
Chad Nelson
Emmanuel Presbyterian Church
Emmanuel Presbyterian Women
Erica Schively
Family & Consumer Sciences Teachers of NE
Gregg & Lisa Robson

Andy Koepp
Arlene Tieszen
Arlyn & Denise Langerock
Barclay Smith
Brad & Vicki Schardin
Brad Carlson
Dale & Eileen Heemstra
Dan & Jean Clarke
Darcy Wiersma
Geneie Andrews
Jim & Martha Gesick
Jill Lenz
Jon & Virginia Mitchell
Jonathan Canaday
Kathy Gifford
Lane Clay
Lavonne Preheim

AAUADOPTIONS.ORG

Benton & Carolyn Visser
Carol Wieman
Chad & Erin Oban
Elizabeth Wallace & Christopher Scislowicz

Sam & Tonee Cramer

$500 +

Alisa & James Lahey
John & Alyssa Quade

$1000-$2000

Emmanuel Presbyterian Women

Evangelical Mennonite Brethren Church

$15,000-$20,000

Tim & Natalie Foley

William J. Shaw Family Foundation
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“All that we love deeply becomes a part of us.” — Helen Keller
Dear Friends and Family of AAU,
Adoption is a difficult journey for all parts of the adoption triad, and adoption touches 100 million Americans in some way. |

know there are many reasons you are receiving this message today; perhaps you are a birth parent, adoptive parent, adopted
person, or are a friend of adoption. You are reading this because adoption has touched you, and you likely “love deeply” because
of that experience. Our agency and staff are here to be part of your journey through all the joys, tears, and celebrations. As with
anything in life, sometimes the journey is unexpected or takes you down roads you didn’t know you were headed. Other times,
someone grabs your hand and helps lead you where you need to go. Without the constant support of friends, family, and
coworkers, none of us would be able to have the strength to follow life’s difficult paths. When things are tough, | personally lean on
my faith in Christ to get me through it; but | am forever grateful for those that guide me in the direction | am meant to go.
Words cannot describe how grateful | am to each of you for your continued support of All About U Adoptions. Because of
your generosity, our agency was able to gift $7500 in 2019 to support two birth families pursuing education and entrepreneurship
and assist nine adoptive families with unexpected expenses. | know that your support goes far beyond a donation, but it does
make a substantial difference in the lives of others. Thank you birth parents for your loving decisions; thank you adoptive families
for trusting us to help you through your journey; thank you to our friends and family for your overall support. May God richly bless
every one of you in the coming year. Coleen Globke — Executive Director

Giving is not just about donating, it is about making a difference. 100% of your donation goes directly
to helping those building a family! We appreciate your contribution, Thank you!
All About U Adoptions PO Box 90542 Sioux Falls SD. 57109

Name

Address

City/State/Zip

Phone:

Email

Enclosed is my tax-deductible gift of $

[ would like my donation applied toward:
O
O | would like to discuss adding AAU to my will




