The year is
coming to a close, we are hanging
stockings and checking our lists, wrapping
up the year and sealing it with a mistletoe
kiss; we will be ringing in the new year
soon and can’t wait for all it will bring! But
let's start from the beginning and tell you a
tale of how 8 AAU staff members became
11 and how we celebrated 220 placements
and bought a house all within year 2020.

It all begins with a hello and a goodbye!
In January we welcomed a new Social
Worker, Miss Katie she jumped on the
AAU rollercoaster ride with both feet and
her whole heart! With this hello, came a
sad goodbye. Miss Jennie made the
difficult but rewarding decision to step
away and become a full-time mom to her
sugar plum fairies! Spoiler alert.... We
have welcomed her back with open arms
to assist where needed. She is still full time
momming, but she is bringing our AAU
staff to 9.

We blinked and the world turned upside
down with a worldwide pandemic. As
always, we were up for the challenge! We
tightened our seat belts and kept our eyes
on our goals! Help advocate and empower
all those involved in the adoption process,
we also threw in a few more just to keep
us on our toes, ‘“let's buy a house”, “heck,
let's throw in a few weddings, and
graduations.” All of us here at AAU are
always ready for what life throws our way!

May brought us some joy as we had
the pleasure of celebrating a staff
engagement and two graduations!! Miss
Kelsey got
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engaged, and we heard her wedding
bells in October. Miss Michalee graduated
LATI, and Miss Katie graduated SDSU. We
enjoyed celebrating another wedding as
Katie walked down the aisle in August.

The summer flew by and had everyone
running in circles. Sam and her family
moved. Coleen; our conductor,
orchestrated a perfect carol, involving
meetings, labor and deliveries (soon to be
30 to be exact). Event planning, purchasing
of a house, just to name a few. The biggest
of all...watch and cheer on her husband;
Rob kick cancer to the curb!

Karen our fearless supervisor got to see
firsthand what life quarantined is all about,
all while working from home and adding
homeschool teacher to her agenda! She
gets an A++ on our nice list!

What could possibly be left you may
ask? Oh, you know we always have
something in the fire. Or in this instance a
whole fireplace. You made our dreams
reality; we purchased a house! Nevaeh
House, the very house this time last year
we were dreaming about, writing a
newsletter to inform YOU of what we hoped
for, and we will never have enough words
to thank everyone for their generosity, time,
expertise and prayers! Nevaeh house is a
home! Thank you!

The Nevaeh house purchase brings
AAU staff to 11, when we welcomed
Kristina and Staci to our work family.
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They both help ensure NH is running
smoothly.

And then comes fall, the year has
flown by, sometimes the days are long,
but the year went quick! Judy has kept
Arkansas perfectly wrapped and on
track. And celebrated her own little
miracle, welcoming a grandchild into the
world!

Up North where the sky is endless
for miles Codie has been hard at work,
making a ruling that she will be
embarking on a new business, we think
it's the bee’s knees and wish her many
warm wishes for her new adventure. But
don’t you worry she isn’t going
anywhere, just burning the wick at both
ends, and we think it makes prefect
scents!

Somedays it felt like this year would
never end and other days we wished a
moment would last forever. We
celebrated, we cried, we prayed, we held
tight to those that experienced a loss, we
rejoiced as strangers became family,
and we welcomed people to their new
home. Above all else we praised God for
all that He has given us!! 2020 that's a
wrap, 2021 we are ready!

Merry Christmas to all and to all a
good night!
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| often hear people say, “It
must have been a hard
decision to place your
baby for adoption.”
Honestly, that was the
easiest decision for me.
When | found out | was
pregnant, | was parenting
two special needs toddlers
& recently became a single
parent. Throughout this whole
pregnancy, it never felt like | was
supposed to parent this little one.
I's hard to put into words, but the
good Lord told me by the way |
felt that this baby was meant for
someone else. The baby’s
biological father wasn't in the
picture and | have my hands full
already. | considered my options
and ultimately, | chose

adoption. Once my heart was set
on adoption, | googled adoption
agencies and came across AAU
and chatted with a staff member
on their website. From that first
conversation, | was all in with
them. Within a couple weeks, |
met my caseworker Kelsey who |
just clicked with right off the bat,
even during a pandemic. She
asked what | was looking for in
terms of adoptive parents. There
were three main things | was
looking for and still consider
important today:

« That | getto have a say in
the first or middle name of
the child.

« That the parents be ALL in if
the baby is special needs.

% That my baby be loved
unconditionally, special
needs or not.

“I carvied him, you guys

get to parent him, but we
all get to love himt.”
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After a couple of weeks, |
received the profile books
couples create. During
a look-through | was drawn
to the couple | eventually
chose. After looking
at all three closely, | chose
this couple because they
were honest in their
profile about not being
perfect. | admire that they were
willing to put that out there for
birth moms to read. | also ultimately
chose them because both of their
jobs are centered around kids. |
considered schedules and their
ability to work together to take baby
to any necessary appointments.
| was able to meet the adoptive
family a couple weeks later. We all
had “first date jitters” but were very
grateful for one another. The couple
| chose was ALL in if the baby
needed help later; that was so
important to me. Especially after |
found out that | was the carrier of the
gene that was passed onto my
children and would likely be passed
onto this child as well. This gene is
what causes my child’s special
needs and would lead to potential
special needs for this
baby. The adoptive family also
respected that | wanted to help
name this little guy. | got to share the
two names that | loved with them:
Reagan and Theodore. They chose
Theodore because of the meaning of
the name, “Gift of God” seemed very
fitting for the way 2020 has gone.
Fast forward to the week
before my scheduled C-section. |
was at my last check up and my
blood pressure was high. The
doctors started talking
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about moving my delivery date
and | told them that | really
wanted the adoptive parents

to be there when Theodore was
born. My doctor agreed to wait
until the next morning so they
could be there for the birth of
their baby boy. Kelsey and |
called the adoptive parents and
told them they were going to be
parents in the morning, and it
was time to get in the car! |
couldn’t have chosen a better
couple because they have just
gone with all the punches

this year has thrown at

them. The next morning after
the C-section | wanted to
reassure them that he was
100% theirs and | wrote a letter
to the adoptive parents. In it, |
basically said that | carried him,
you guys get to parent him, but
we all get to love him. It's funny
to this day, even though it’s only
been a short time, we still thank
each other. My hopes and
dreams for Theo are that he
knows that he is wanted, loved
and cherished. To live life to the
fullest and that he realizes he
was an amazing answered
prayer to his adoptive parents.
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Our second journey to adoption was motivated by the same deep desire as
our first—we wanted to love another child. Jason and | had three children when
we first set out to add to our family through adoption. Our fourth child was a
beautiful little boy placed in my arms as a newborn. We got to love him for eleven
short years when he went home to Jesus because of an inherited heart condition.
Our hearts broke. And our decision to adopt again only six months after losing him
might have looked like an act of insanity to anyone watching. But Jason and |
believed God wasn't finished with our family. We had so much love to give. In
January of 2019 we began the process of finding an agency to work with.

With much prayer and guidance, we found All About U. Completing a home
study while grieving is an act of sheer will. The personal questions about our son
stabbed at wounds that hadn’t begun to scab over. There were numerous times in
the process where | told God | didn’t think | was strong enough to do this. One
Sunday morning, | struggled in prayer with whether we were supposed to be
adding to our family while navigating such loss, and among the first statements
our pastor made was “And some of you were called to adopt.” He had no clue we we planted over our son's “5“?3
were even considering such a thing. | knew then and there, God had special plans But there is also laughter and joy.
for us. At the time we were waiting, AAU didn’t have many parents considering our So much Jog
profile. They talked to us about networking as well as working with them. In April,
we also began working with a networker which opened the door to being shown to
many birth parents at different agencies around the country. A birth mom picked
us about a month later. Jason and | loaded up our car with all our newborn items
in June, and after a thousand-mile trip, we were a block from the hospital when
the parents changed their minds. The next morning, we traveled home with empty
arms and broken hearts. The summer was filled with tears, and hope, and
prayers. We were matched with another birth mom in August. Twins! We ordered
a double stroller. | was driving home after recording a podcast on dealing with
grief when | got the call, the babies were born...
and birth mom had decided to parent.

“There are still tears, and.
sometimes, [ gaze outside at the tree

| arrived home to a huge box in our foyer—the stroller had arrived. Devastation!
Our arms were empty, and the situation had cost us thousands of dollars. We
wept. We comforted each other and our children. We persisted. In September,
a birth mom in Georgia chose us. She was the first one we had the chance to talk
to during the process. It was instant love. The perfect situation. We got a call the
day she went into labor. She asked us to come the next day so she could spend
some time with her son. We once again loaded up my Durango and took a road
trip across the country. My anxiety was sky-high. | had an anxiety attack walking
through the hospital garage—it was my first hospital visit since we’d said goodbye
to our son a year earlier. | fixed my eyes on Jason’s back and followed him in. The
case worker led us to the room where mom lay in the bed holding a beautiful, little
baby boy. When she placed him in my arms, she said, “I love you, and | trust you.”
And we cried. And everything was right. Ezra is one now and just started walking!
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Welcome Home
Nevaeh House

Nevaeh House
timeline to reality:

S —

“That’s Your Daughter”
The G Family’s Adoption Tale

Apply for
Presbyterian

Feb 2020
awarded full

PW grant:
$50,000

When we were married, Justin and | dreamed of starting our family. As the years went by and
we watched our family and friends beginning and adding to their families, we couldn't help but
wonder why us? Why were we not able to have children? It was so hard to watch others
living the life we had dreamed about. Finally we decided that maybe it just wasn't meant for
us to be parents and gave up on the dream of having a family. After more time went by we

Women'’s
grant
Sept 2019

-
Begin the (Discover SD decided that we still had a desire and love for a child. So we began the process of
house h“,"tl Housing considering adoption. | learned about All About U Adoptions from a mutual friend and it's the
TN LS Authority only call | made. From the very first phone call, | knew they were who we wanted to work

Grant May
2020

with. They were warm and caring and | immediately felt comfortable.

Make an
offer on a

house June
2020

As soon as we completed our home study and were finishing putting together our profile book
we got the first call of a profile to consider. When we said yes we never dreamt we would be
selected the very first time. Unfortunately things didn't work out as we had hoped. This left us
wondering if adoption was the right path for us and we considered not trying again. After
much discussion and prayer we decided to push forward. Several months later we finally had

Received

SDHDA
grant June
2020

.

Closed on Welcomed another match with our birth family, and it was a baby girl to be born on Justin's birthday!
gggge July first resident

Aug 2020 Jayla's birth was by far the most amazing day in our lives and an experience worth waiting
for! The moment | heard Jayla's first cry our birth mom looked me in the eyes and said,
“That's your daughter.” At that moment every emotion of the past came rushing over me and
it felt like | was finally able to let go of the disappointment, anger and pain from the past. We
believe that God used this journey to not only strengthen our relationship as husband and
wife but to open our eyes and hearts to the relationship that can be formed between a birth
family and an adoptive family. We are currently continuing to build our relationship with

our birth family and look forward to what the future holds. Our lives are forever changed
because of the love and support from all the AAU staff, our birth family, friends, and our
families. Adoption is a journey in which no two paths are the same. | praise God for leading

us down our path to the adoption of our daughter, Jayla Jean!

It's because of U, we have been able to
house 4 birthmothers and 3 children.
They have received 128 nights of SAFE !
& SECURE housing.
Along with safety this has translated to
over $7500.00 of savings for adoptive
families when compared to emergency
housing options in the area.
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Barb Lesher
By Rick & Melody Underberg

Carrie Bakken
By Richard Bakken

Cathy Langel
By Kimberly Klock

Clarence Engbrecht
By Vi Engbrecht

Darlene Stohschein
By Robbie Buchholtz

Donna Melber
By Steve & Marlajean Waters

Eunice Duerksen
By David & Leanne Biesheuvel

Gary Wieman
By Bemell & Carol Nelson

Greg Jensen
By Steve & Marci Albrecht

Henry “Hank” Leusink
By Marge Leusink

Harry Goossen
By Steve & Marci Albrecht

Howard Bechen
By Steve & Marci Albrecht

Laura Aschlimann
By Steve & Marci Albrecht

Leroy Ebeling
By Steve & Marci Albrecht, Rob & Coleen Globke

Linda Kotza
By Vi Engbrecht

Marian Burtz
By Steve & Marlajean Waters

Marty Preheim
By Steve & Marci Albrecht

Merle Hinrichs
By Darrell & Marcia Hohn

Micki
By Rochelle Nowstrup

Myrtis Miller
By Steve & Marci Albrecht

Ronnie Hargan

By Walter & Jeannette Goossen

605-770-2357 () PO BOX 90542 SIOUX FALLS, SD 57109 %%

Darrold Matthies
By Rob & Coleen Globke

Greg Kollar
By Steve & Marci Albrecht

Benton and Carolyn Visser
Brandon Martens-Hegg Realty
Bruce and Geneie Andrews
Cari Geiken- Hecox Dentistry
Drew and Melissa Kummer
John and Sarah Ebling & family
Kaylor 4-H Club
Leanne & David Biesheuvel
& the family of Eunice Duerksen
Lisa Sanderson
Maggie Malloy
Marvella Horstman
Mary and Dale Langrock
Mary Ellen Luikens
Randy & Kathleen Maas
Martsa Gesick
Jerry & Germaine Stratton

Arlene Tieszen
Bernell & Carol Nelson
Jerry & Germaine Stratton
Joy Janssen
Karen Bender
Larry & Jerilyn Waltner
Loryce Handwerk
Nathan & Rachel Wuertz
Peter Preheim
Roger & Lois Regehr
Sandra Tieszen
Shirlee Leifert
Steven & Sandra Wiersma
Tim & Mary Tiede
John & Ginny Mitchell
Mary Kummer
Cheryl Timm
Lane Clay
Jonathan Canaday

Bev Rieck
Bradley Carlson
Charles & Evelyn Duerksen
Dale & Eileen Heemstra
Dennis & Florence Miller
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Dick & Jaci Donlan
James & Karla Hora
Dusty & Cindy Anderson
Kristin Ostercamp
Leanne & David Biesheuvel
Mary Johnson
Rick & Melody Underberg (in honor of
Coleen’s Birthday)
Rick Wuertz & Boys
Ron & Sharilynn Wuertz

Benton & Carolyon Visser
Bernard & Sally Broyles
Brad & Vicki Schardin
Chad & Erin Oban
Dan & Patti Steinsland
Dan & Jean Clarke
David Haiar
Greg & Katie Roth
James & Martha Gesick
Katie Goergen
KC & Joann Hofer
Shirley Regehr

Betsey Wallace & Chris Scislowicz
Carol Wieman
Randy & Kathleen Maas

Brandon & Michelle Martens
Curt & Rene Schafer
Emmanuel Presbyterian
Emmanuel Presbyterian Women
Evangelical Mennonite Brethren Church
Lora & Gene Holt
Stella Nagel

Tim & Natalie Foley

William J. Shaw Family Foundation

A Heartfelt thank you to Kirk Funeral
Home, for their support, kindness,
above and beyond services during one
of our most difficult times this year.

THANK YOU for all you do!



An open letter to our Editor and Chief (Coleen)
From the Entire AAU Staff

This year the entire world has turned upside down, but for someone we know and love the world turned upside down back in
2019. Our Executive Director and fearless leader’s husband, Rob was given the gut wrenching diagnoses of pancreatic cancer.
To hear those two words put together sends everyone into immediate heart stopping gasps. But what came next is nothing short
of miraculous. Love, hope, faith, and the knowledge that God is good, all the time, is the short version. Rob is doing well and
has kicked cancer to the curb!! We rejoice in that fact daily!

Now to the mushy stuff...if you're reading this, the staff has won our own battle of allowing this letter to be printed. To know
Coleen is to love her, and if you know her you can hear her voice as she says, “You are not printing that!” Coleen and Rob
deserve so much more than just a letter from work family, but we felt like it had to be done.

Coleen is our rock, our light in the darkness. Not only does she run daily operations of All About U Adoptions, she helps keep all
of us sane. She cares for EVERYONE; giving staff seasonal gifts, sweet treats and going out of her way to see how we are. She
walks the adoption journey with birth parents as they make difficult life decisions. She secures shelter, food, and resources for
those that need it. Coleen will drop everything when the phone rings. On multiple occasions she has run out of the house to pick
up a mother or baby and made sure they were safe. Long after placement has been made, she is still just a phone call away to
birth parents and adoptive families to be an ear to share in a laugh, give a helping hand, or a warm embrace.

Coleen spends many days in the car driving from town to town, birth family to adoptive family connecting people and bringing
families together! She is there for the joyous moments and when the darkness seems to linger. She managed to keep on top of
all of this, all of the rollercoasters that come along with adoption, and not waiver in her work ethic or determination to advocate
for those in the adoption process. All of this during one of the most stressful life experiences her family was facing.

All of us staff sat in wonder and even prepared ourselves for the moment we could step in and help lighten the load. Overall
that time didn’t come. Coleen was our rock all while there were days her world was falling apart. Coleen, you amaze us. We

appreciate you and we love both you and Rob, and your entire family. We know you're going to hate the fact that we want to

publish this letter, but you and your family deserve so much more than a letter. So, we are shouting it from the roof tops! The
way you love is inspiring and we are lucky to be a part of this small piece of your journey! We love you!

Giving is not just about donating, it is about making a difference. 100% of your donation goes directly to helping
those building a family! We appreciate your contribution, Thank you!
All About U Adoptions PO Box 408 Milbank SD, 57252

Ways you can help: Donate directly on our website! Mail a donation to our business address! Facebook; create your own fundraiser!
AAUADOPTIONS.ORG




